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Preface

About this syllabus.

Th . syllabus aspires to guide

IS interested non-specialists in
the study of some of the most salient and
important aspects of the contemporary
Chinese domestic political scene. The
recommended readings survey basic
features of China’s political system as well as
important developments in politics, ideology,
and domestic policy under Xi Jinping.

Some effort has been made to promote
awareness of the broad array of available
English language scholarship and analysis.
Reflecting the authors’ belief that study of
official documents remains a critical skill for
the study of Chinese politics, an effort has
been made as well to include some of these
important sources.

This syllabus is organized to build
understanding in a step-by-step fashion
based on one hour of reading five nights a
week for four weeks. We assume at most a
passing familiarity with the Chinese political
system. The syllabus also provides a glossary
of key terms and a list of recommended
reading for books and websites for those
seeking to engage in deeper study.
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Week One: Building the Foundation

The organization, ideology, and political processes of Chinas governance

» “Chinese Politics Has No Rules, But It

May Be Good if Xi Jinping Breaks Them”
,Christopher Johnson, Center for Strategic
and International Studies, August 9, 2017. Mr.
Johnson argues that the institutionalization of
Chinese politics was less than many foreign
scholars believed.

+ “How Xi Jinping Revived Old Methods

by Abandoning Intraparty Democracy”,

Wang Xiangwei, South China Morning Post,

Overview

This week’s readings review some of the basic and most distinctive features of China’s
political system. It surveys the function and purpose of political ideology and how

authorities employ language to direct policy. The readings discuss membership in the
Chinese Communist Party (CCP) and how the broader public views the party.

+ “Understanding China’s Political System,”
Susan Lawrence and Michael Martin,
Congressional Research Service Report,
March 20, 2013. This article provides an
overview and refresher on the most important
and distinctive features of China’s political
system.

+ “INFOGRAPHIC: A Post-19th Party
Congress Guide to China’s New Leadership,”
Yuan Wang and James Evans, The Fairbank
Center For Chinese Studies At Harvard,
November 3, 2017. A useful chart of the

new leadership selected at the 19th Party
Congress.

+ “Full Text of Resolution on Amendment

to CPC Constitution”, Xinhua, October

24, 2017. Official summary of the key
amendments to the Party Constitution at the
19th Party Congress.

« “Xinhua Insight: China Embraces New

“Principal Contradiction” When Embarking
On New Journey,” Xinhua, October 20, 2017.
This Xinhua article explains the significance
of the change in the “Principal contradiction”
in the CCP Constitution.

« “Xi’s Signature Governance Innovation:
The Rise of Leading Small Groups”,
Christopher Johnson, Scott Kennedy, Mingda
Qiu, Center for Strategic and International
Studies, October 17, 2017. A comprehensive
examination of the leading small groups
since the 18th Party Congress.

« “China’s Core Executive - Leadership
Styles, Structures and Processes Under Xi
Jinping”, Edited by Sebastian Heilmann and
Matthias Stepan, Mercator Institute for China
Studies, June 1, 2016. An essay collection
on the changes to China’s core executive
under Xi Jinping through its analysis of
developments in different policy areas.

November 5, 2017. This article examines the
process for selecting the new leadership,
noting abrupt changes from intraparty
democracy.

- ORI B EGN SRR —RH—E
RS = H L2 3L Xinhua, October 26,
2017. This Xinhua article details the selection
process for the 19th Partly Congress,

and discloses the uses of straw polls and
departures from intra-party democracy.

+ “The Hidden Power of China’s Communist
Party,” Richard McGregor, Wall Street
Journal, May 15, 2010. McGregor describes
how the Communist Party exercises control
behind the scenes through its cell structure
and Organization Department.

« “Centralized Leadership — Heterogeneous
Party Base Changes in the Membership
Structure of the Chinese Communist Party”

, Lea Shih and Kerstin Lohse-Friedrich,
Mercator Institute for China Studies, August
16, 2017. This paper describes how the
party’s face changed due to a substantial
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http://www.fas.org/sgp/crs/row/R41007.pdf
https://medium.com/fairbank-center/updated-infographic-a-post-19th-party-congress-guide-to-chinas-new-leadership-5024ff7c04fc
https://medium.com/fairbank-center/updated-infographic-a-post-19th-party-congress-guide-to-chinas-new-leadership-5024ff7c04fc
http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2017-10/24/c_136702726.htm
http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2017-10/24/c_136702726.htm
http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2017-10/20/c_136694592.htm
http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2017-10/20/c_136694592.htm
http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2017-10/20/c_136694592.htm
https://www.csis.org/analysis/xis-signature-governance-innovation-rise-leading-small-groups
https://www.csis.org/analysis/xis-signature-governance-innovation-rise-leading-small-groups
https://www.merics.org/fileadmin/user_upload/downloads/MPOC/MPOC_ChinasCoreExecutive.pdf
https://www.merics.org/fileadmin/user_upload/downloads/MPOC/MPOC_ChinasCoreExecutive.pdf
https://www.merics.org/fileadmin/user_upload/downloads/MPOC/MPOC_ChinasCoreExecutive.pdf
https://www.csis.org/analysis/chinese-politics-has-no-rules-it-may-be-good-if-xi-jinping-breaks-them
https://www.csis.org/analysis/chinese-politics-has-no-rules-it-may-be-good-if-xi-jinping-breaks-them
http://www.scmp.com/week-asia/opinion/article/2118352/analysis-how-xi-jinping-revived-old-methods-abandoning-intraparty
http://www.scmp.com/week-asia/opinion/article/2118352/analysis-how-xi-jinping-revived-old-methods-abandoning-intraparty
http://cpc.people.com.cn/19th/n1/2017/1026/c414305-29610697.html
http://cpc.people.com.cn/19th/n1/2017/1026/c414305-29610697.html
http://www.wsj.com/articles/SB10001424052748704250104575238590027868792
http://www.wsj.com/articles/SB10001424052748704250104575238590027868792
https://www.merics.org/en/merics-analysis/china-monitor/merics-china-monitor-no-40/
https://www.merics.org/en/merics-analysis/china-monitor/merics-china-monitor-no-40/
https://www.merics.org/en/merics-analysis/china-monitor/merics-china-monitor-no-40/

growth in membership, which rose by 26
percent from 2005 to 2016.

« “Xi’s Next Step: Demand More Fervor From
China’s Communist Party”, Chun Han Wang,
Wall Street Journal, October 26, 2017. A
journalistic look at the fruits of Xi Jinping’s
efforts to revitalize the Communist Party.

« “Xi Jinping Unveils China’s New Leaders
but No Clear Successor”, Christopher
Buckley, The New York Times, October 24,
2017.

+ “Mao’s Shadow,” by Joseph Fewsmith,
China Leadership Monitor, No. 43, Spring
2014. The issue of how the Mao era should
be evaluated in comparison to the reform
years has been discussed by Xi Jinping and
others.

+ “The Declining Influence of Politburo
Standing Committee Members and the
Growing Strength of the Central Party
Bureaucracy”, Timothy Heath, Sinocism
China Newsletter, January 17, 2015. This
article explains how Xi’s centralization of
power built on trends from the Hu Jintao era.
« “Communiqué on the Current State of the
Ideological Sphere (Document No. 9)”, China
Copyright and Media, April 22, 2013. This is
the infamous Document 9 that appeared at
the start of Xi’s tenure. This version includes
both Chinese and English.

« “Xi Jinping’s ‘Four Comprehensives’ Give
Shape to a Crowded Agenda”, Chris Buckley,
The New York Times, March 1, 2015. Buckley

explains how official discourse can both
obscure and clarify policy.

+ “ldeas and Ideologies Competing For
China’s Political Future: How Online Pluralism
Challenges Official Orthodoxy”, Kristin
Shi-Kupfer, Mareike Ohlberg, Simon Lang
and Bertram Lang, Mercator Institute for
China Studies, October 2017. An analysis

of debates in Chinese social media and
conducted a survey among predominantly
urban Chinese netizens.

+ “Why China’s Middle Classes Support

the Communist Party,” David Goodman,
Christian Science Monitor, October 22, 2013.
Goodman explains why aspects of the party’s
agenda resonate with China’s middle class.
T NEPREEREZASOPEL~E
FTNREERERRSHILERE", Central
Commission For Discipline And Inspection,
October 29, 2017. The 18th CCDI Work
Report outlines how the party attempts to
maintain the discipline of its members.
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https://www.wsj.com/articles/xis-next-step-demand-more-fervor-from-chinas-communist-party-1509017928
https://www.wsj.com/articles/xis-next-step-demand-more-fervor-from-chinas-communist-party-1509017928
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/10/24/world/asia/xi-jinping-china.html?_r=0
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/10/24/world/asia/xi-jinping-china.html?_r=0
http://www.hoover.org/research/maos-shadow
https://sinocism.com/the-declining-influence-of-politburo-standing-committee-members-and-the-growing-strength-of-the-central-party-bureaucracy/
https://sinocism.com/the-declining-influence-of-politburo-standing-committee-members-and-the-growing-strength-of-the-central-party-bureaucracy/
https://sinocism.com/the-declining-influence-of-politburo-standing-committee-members-and-the-growing-strength-of-the-central-party-bureaucracy/
https://sinocism.com/the-declining-influence-of-politburo-standing-committee-members-and-the-growing-strength-of-the-central-party-bureaucracy/
https://chinacopyrightandmedia.wordpress.com/2013/04/22/communique-on-the-current-state-of-the-ideological-sphere-document-no-9/
https://chinacopyrightandmedia.wordpress.com/2013/04/22/communique-on-the-current-state-of-the-ideological-sphere-document-no-9/
http://sinosphere.blogs.nytimes.com/2015/03/01/the-evolution-of-xi-jinpings-four-comprehensives/
http://sinosphere.blogs.nytimes.com/2015/03/01/the-evolution-of-xi-jinpings-four-comprehensives/
https://www.merics.org/en/merics-analysis/papers-on-china/ideology/
https://www.merics.org/en/merics-analysis/papers-on-china/ideology/
https://www.merics.org/en/merics-analysis/papers-on-china/ideology/
http://www.csmonitor.com/Commentary/Global-Viewpoint/2013/1022/Why-China-s-middle-class-supports-the-Communist-Party
http://www.csmonitor.com/Commentary/Global-Viewpoint/2013/1022/Why-China-s-middle-class-supports-the-Communist-Party
http://www.ccdi.gov.cn/xwtt/201710/t20171029_110470.html
http://www.ccdi.gov.cn/xwtt/201710/t20171029_110470.html

Week Two: Censorship, propaganda,
and political control

argue that the fallen Zhou Yongkang
played a significant role in building up the
politics and law system that outlived his
leadership.

* “Foreign Groups Fear China Oversight
Plan”, Andrew Jacobs, The New York
Times, June 17, 2015. The law puts
foreign nonprofit and nongovernmental
organizations under the supervision of the

Overview

The CCP’s longevity has long defied predictions of its imminent demise by experts. The
party’s ability to control challenges to its authority through censorship, propaganda,

and other political controls remains crucial ensuring its hold on power. This week’s
readings explore features of the Chinese “security state” and how these features have
evolved.

« “China’s Strategic Thinking on

Building Power in Cyberspace:A Top
Party Journal’s Timely Explanation
Translated”,Elsa Kania, Samm Sacks,
Paul Triolo and Graham Webster, New
America, September 25, 2017. An analysis
of a key directive by Xi Jinping regarding
cyberspace.

* “Information Control 2.0: The
Cyberspace Administration of China
Tames the Tnternet”, Nabil Alsabah ,
Mercator Institute for China Studies,
September 15, 2016. A look at the agency
responsible for administering cyberspace.
+ “Managing the State: Social Credit,
Surveillance and the CCP’s Plan for
China”, Samantha Hoffman, Jamestown
Foundation China Brief, August 17, 2016.

Overview view of the plans to use artificial
intelligence, big data and the social credit
system to enhance control.

+ “Giving Credit”, Jeremy Daum, China
Law Translate, January 4, 2017. Good
overview of the PRC’s plans and relevant
documents related to the Social Credit
System.

+ “Beijing Harnesses Big Data & Al to
Perfect the Police State”, Willy Wo-Lap
Lam, Jamestown Foundation China

Brief, July 21, 2017. Lam reviews how

the security services have expanded

and improved surveillance capabilities to
increase control.

+ “The Rise of the Chinese Security
State,” Yuhua Wang and Carl Minzner, The
China Quarterly, June 2015,The authors

Chinese security apparatus.

+ “Magic Weapons: China’s Political
Influence Activities Under Xi Jinping,”
Anne Marie Brady, Wilson Center,
September 18, 2017. Top propaganda
expert Anne Marie Brady surveys how
Chinese leaders have directed efforts
to cultivate political influence in other
countries.

+ “Political Indoctrination in Chinese
Colleges’, Zi Yang, Jamestown
Foundation China Brief, April 20,

2017. A detailed look at the system for
indoctrinating China’s university students.
« “Cyber China: Updating Propaganda,
Public Opinion Work and Social
Management for the 21st Century, Rogier
Creemers, Journal of Contemporary
China Working Paper, December 2,
2015. A review of the institutional and
regulatory changes around Internet
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https://www.newamerica.org/cybersecurity-initiative/blog/chinas-strategic-thinking-building-power-cyberspace/
https://www.newamerica.org/cybersecurity-initiative/blog/chinas-strategic-thinking-building-power-cyberspace/
https://www.newamerica.org/cybersecurity-initiative/blog/chinas-strategic-thinking-building-power-cyberspace/
https://www.newamerica.org/cybersecurity-initiative/blog/chinas-strategic-thinking-building-power-cyberspace/
https://www.merics.org/en/merics-analysis/china-monitor/information-control-20/
https://www.merics.org/en/merics-analysis/china-monitor/information-control-20/
https://www.merics.org/en/merics-analysis/china-monitor/information-control-20/
https://jamestown.org/program/managing-the-state-social-credit-surveillance-and-the-ccps-plan-for-china/
https://jamestown.org/program/managing-the-state-social-credit-surveillance-and-the-ccps-plan-for-china/
https://jamestown.org/program/managing-the-state-social-credit-surveillance-and-the-ccps-plan-for-china/
http://www.chinalawtranslate.com/giving-credit/?lang=en
https://jamestown.org/program/beijing-harnesses-big-data-ai-to-perfect-the-police-state/
https://jamestown.org/program/beijing-harnesses-big-data-ai-to-perfect-the-police-state/
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2365624
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2365624
https://www.nytimes.com/2015/06/18/world/foreign-groups-fear-china-oversight-plan.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2015/06/18/world/foreign-groups-fear-china-oversight-plan.html
https://www.wilsoncenter.org/article/magic-weapons-chinas-political-influence-activities-under-xi-jinping
https://www.wilsoncenter.org/article/magic-weapons-chinas-political-influence-activities-under-xi-jinping
https://jamestown.org/program/political-indoctrination-chinese-colleges/
https://jamestown.org/program/political-indoctrination-chinese-colleges/
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2698062
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2698062
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2698062

governance in the first three years of the
Xi Administration.

« “China’s Internet: A Giant Cage”,

The Economist, April 4, 2013. A
comprehensive special report by Gady
Epstein on the state of the Chinese
Internet.

- W& = alpY B B 5# FF [Liberty and Order
in Cyberspace], Xinhua, September 9,
2013. Lu’s keynote speech at the Fifth
China-UK Internet Roundtable lays out
China’s view of Internet governance.

+ “Cyber-Leninism: History, Political
Culture and the Internet in China”,
Rogier Creemers, University of Oxford -
Programme for Comparative Media Law
and Policy, March 1, 2015. This essay
explores how the cultural elements of
Chinese politics, deeply influenced by
both Confucian and Leninist tenets, have
interacted with information technology.

* “In China, Communist Party Takes a
Significant Step: It Is Listening,” Simon
Denyer, The Washington Post, August 2,
2013. The CCP continues to refine and
improve its monitoring of public sentiment
and perceived needs, as Denyer shows.
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http://www.economist.com/news/special-report/21574628-internet-was-expected-help-democratise-china-instead-it-has-enabled
http://www.en84.com/nonfiction/remarks/201309/00013410.html
http://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2589884
http://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2589884
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/in-china-government-mines-public-opinion/2013/08/02/33358026-f2b5-11e2-ae43-b31dc363c3bf_story.html?utm_term=.acf847c48d8e
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/in-china-government-mines-public-opinion/2013/08/02/33358026-f2b5-11e2-ae43-b31dc363c3bf_story.html?utm_term=.acf847c48d8e

Week Three: Xi Jinping, elite politics,

and the anti-corruption drive

Overview

This week’s readings focus on the politics of Xi Jinping, starting with a brief look at
the leader’s personal background. The selections also discuss broad trends in the

structure of political power, the anti-corruption drive, vested interests, factions, and

elite politics.

* “Born Red”, Evan Osnos, The New Yorker,
April 6, 2015. Osnos provides one of the

few available English language reports on
the upbringing and personal background

of Xi Jinping, a topic about which so little is
known.

+ “China Expels Party Official Once Seen as
Potential Successor to Xi Jinping,” Chun Han
Wang, The Wall Street Journal, September
29, 2017. Link: https://www.wsj.com/articles/
china-expels-party-official-once-on-track-to-
succeed-xi-jinping-1506692840. Xi Jinping’s
expulsion of a rising star illustrates how Xi
has undercut potential rivals.

« “China Reins in Communist Youth League,
and Its Alumni’s Prospects,” New York
Times, August 3, 2016. Link: https://www.
nytimes.com/2016/08/04/world/asia/china-
communist-youth-league.html?_r=0. The
New York Times reviews Xi Jinping’s moves
to reorganize the Communist Youth League

and the implications for elite politics.

« “Xi Jinping: The Game Changer of Elite
Politics?,” Wang Zhengxu and Zeng Jinghan,
Contemporary Politics, April 28, 2016, pp.
469-486.

+ “The Political Price of Xi Jinping’s Anti-
Corruption Campaign”, Jamil Anderlini, The
Financial Times, January 4, 2017. This article
offers a skeptical progress about progress
claimed in the anti-corruption campaign.

- 23 FEBIERTIEZHIE [Study
General Secretary Xi Jinping’s Important
Speeches] An Android/iOS app produced by
the Central Party School to study Xi Jinping’s
“important speeches” and comments. Slickly
produced, lots of short videos explaining
various concepts and slogans.
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http://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2015/04/06/born-red
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/13569775.2016.1175098?journalCode=ccpo20&
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/13569775.2016.1175098?journalCode=ccpo20&
https://www.ft.com/content/3f1938d6-d1cf-11e6-b06b-680c49b4b4c0
https://www.ft.com/content/3f1938d6-d1cf-11e6-b06b-680c49b4b4c0
http://www.ccln.gov.cn/phone/studyClient.html

Week Four: “China Dream” and
the domestic policy agenda

how the CCP views the idea of rule of law as
a means of bolstering its political power.

c ERERRISARBEERER

7 E&” [Ruling According to Law is the Party
Leadership’s Basic Strategy for Governing
the Nation] by Li Lin, k& [Seeking Truth],
August 18, 2017. An expert at the Chinese
Academy of Science explains the CCP’s
unique approach to rule through law and why
the idea is central to the party’s approach to
governance.

Overview

Xi’s policy agenda may be summarized by the often-invoked phrase, the “China
dream.” This week’s selections analyze the focus on systemic and structural reform
that has defined the government’s policy agenda in the Xi era. The readings also

sample some of the challenges impeding the realization of the Chinese dream,
including rule of law issues, unemployment, social welfare, environmental pollution,
and other issues..

+ Full Text of Xi Jinping’s Report at the 19th
Party Congress, Xinhua, October 27, 2017.
An official English translation of the full text
of the 19th Party Congress report, which
outlines the party’s national level strategic
and policy guidance for the next five years.

« “How to Read Xi Jinping’s 19th Party
Congress Political Report,” Alice Miller, China
Leadership Monitor, May 25, 2017. Alice
Miller provides a helpful primer to interpreting
the CCP’s most important and authoritative
policy document.

* “The Chinese Dream,” £ [Xinhua
online], updated as of November 2017. An
extensive English language page provided by
Chinaish language page Decision, a key doc
articles, graphics, and statistics on the “the
cles, gra

+ “Avoiding the Blind Alley: China’s Economic

Overhaul and its Global Implications,” Daniel
Rosen, Asia Society website, 2014. Daniel
Rosen reviews the state of China’s economic
reforms and future prospects.

« “China Dream: What Can the China Dream
“Do” in the PRC? “, William A. Callahan, The
Asan Forum, December 08, 2014. Callahan
surveys the political context and meaning of
the “China dream” idea and its reception in
China and elsewhere.

« “China Dream: What Can the China Dream
“Do” in the PRC? ”, William A. Callahan, The
Asan Forum, December 08, 2014. Callahan
surveys the political context and meaning of
the “China dream” idea and its reception in
China and elsewhere.

« “What Does China Mean by the Rule

of Law?” by Carl Minzer, Foreign Policy,
October 20, 2014. Minzer’s article explains

+ “Turn Off, Drop Out: Why Young Chinese
Are Abandoning Ambition,” Zeng Yuli, The
Sixth Tone, June 27, 2017. As the economy
slows and job prospects dim, growing
numbers of Chinese youth are losing hope.
+ “Capital Accumulation, Private Property,
and Inequality in China 1978-2015,” Thomas
Picketty and Li Yang, and Gabriel Zucman,
VOX website, July 20, 2017. Picketty, a
well-known expert on inequality reports his
findings regarding China’s widening income
gap.

+ “Rising Inequality and its Discontents in
China,” New Labor Forum, December 8,
2016. This article provides an overview of the
state of labor and social welfare protections
in China.

+ “Beijing Collectives Test China’s Latest
Land Reform,” Caixin Global, March 8,
2017. Caixin surveys recent pilot programs
regarding land ownership.

+ “Outdated ‘Urban Passports’ Still Rule
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http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/special/2017-11/03/c_136725942.htm
http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/special/2017-11/03/c_136725942.htm
https://www.hoover.org/sites/default/files/research/docs/clm53am.pdf
https://www.hoover.org/sites/default/files/research/docs/clm53am.pdf
http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/special/chinesedream/
http://asiasociety.org/files/pdf/AvoidingtheBlindAlley_ES.pdf
http://asiasociety.org/files/pdf/AvoidingtheBlindAlley_ES.pdf
http://www.theasanforum.org/what-can-the-china-dream-do-in-the-prc/?dat=
http://www.theasanforum.org/what-can-the-china-dream-do-in-the-prc/?dat=
http://www.theasanforum.org/what-can-the-china-dream-do-in-the-prc/?dat=
http://www.theasanforum.org/what-can-the-china-dream-do-in-the-prc/?dat=
http://foreignpolicy.com/2014/10/20/what-does-china-mean-by-rule-of-law/
http://foreignpolicy.com/2014/10/20/what-does-china-mean-by-rule-of-law/
http://www.qstheory.cn/CPC/2017-08/18/c_1121502905.htm
http://www.qstheory.cn/CPC/2017-08/18/c_1121502905.htm
http://www.sixthtone.com/news/1000407/turn-off%2C-drop-out-why-young-chinese-are-abandoning-ambition
http://www.sixthtone.com/news/1000407/turn-off%2C-drop-out-why-young-chinese-are-abandoning-ambition
http://voxeu.org/article/capital-accumulation-private-property-and-inequality-china-1978-2015
http://voxeu.org/article/capital-accumulation-private-property-and-inequality-china-1978-2015
http://newlaborforum.cuny.edu/2016/12/08/rising-inequality-and-its-discontents-in-china/
http://newlaborforum.cuny.edu/2016/12/08/rising-inequality-and-its-discontents-in-china/
https://www.caixinglobal.com/2017-05-08/101087813.html
https://www.caixinglobal.com/2017-05-08/101087813.html
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/politics/outdated-urban-passports-still-rule-the-lives-of-china-s-rural-citizens-a7517181.html

the Lives of China’s Rural Citizens,” The
Independent, January 13, 2017. China’s
hukou passport system remains an important
fact of life for the country’s rural citizens, as
this article discusses.

« “Judicial Reform in China,” Rebecca Liao,
Foreign Affairs, February 2, 2017. Chinese
leaders have emphasized the importance

of judicial reform. This article explores the
challenges inherent in efforts to overhaul a
party-controlled legal system.

« “Advancements and Controversies in
China’s Recent Sentencing Reforms,” Zhiqiu
Lin, Research Note: China Information,

Vol. 30, 2016. This article surveys key
developments in China’s efforts to improve
judicial processes.

* “Introduction to China’s Legal System,”
Harvard Law School Library website, October
2017. An excellent resource provides
numerous references and reports regarding
China’s system of laws and regulations.

+ “Nine Hour Tests and Lots of Pressure:
Welcome to the Chinese School System,”
Jonathan Kaiman, The Guardian, February
22, 2014.The article describes the high-
pressure world of China’s school system.

« “China’s Social Security System,” China
Labor Bulletin, updated 2015. This website
provides an overview of the various elements
of China’s social security network.

« “Report Recommends Deeper Health Care
Reform in China,” World Bank, July 22, 2016.

A major World Bank report outlines the state
of China’s health care system.

- FHEIMMERI 2R [China’s Report of its
Ecological Situation], £ A R &EF1EIRE R
A M [China’s Environmental Protection
Department website], June 5, 2014. PRC
authorities outline the grim condition of the
nation’s air, water, and soil.

+ “Why Has This Environmental Documentary
Gone Viral on China’s Internet?,” ChinaFile
Conversation, March 3, 2015. This article
reviews developments related to a now
famous video on Beijing’s air pollution,
“Beneath the Dome”, viewable on Youtube.
+ “The CCP Returns to Chinese Cultural
Roots,” Yingjie Guo, East Asia Forum,
October 3, 2016. The CCP has made a
revival of traditional Chinese culture a policy
imperative, as this article shows.
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Week 5: Hong Kong, Tibet, Xinjiang,
Taiwan, and Human Rights

+ “The Taiwanese See Themselves as
Taiwanese, not as Chinese,” The Washington
Post, January 2, 2017. Polls have indicated a
growing shift in identity on Taiwan, posing a
major obstacle to China’s hopes for peaceful
unification.

+ “Cross-Strait Relations: Skepticism
Abounds,” Alan Romberg, China Leadership
Monitor, September 11, 2017. One of the
nation’s top experts on Taiwan summarizes
the state of cross-strait ties.

Overview

This week’s readings examine contentious issues, featuring regions that dispute
Chinese control to varying degrees, as well as issues of human rights that draw

Western concern and criticism. Populations in Hong Kong, Tibet, and Xinjiang contest
features of Chinese control, while Taiwan rejects Beijing’s authority altogether, despite
the claims of PRC authorities that the island exists as a “province” of the PRC.

« “All You Need to Know About Xi Jinping’s
Remarks on Hong Kong in His Report to the
Party Congress,” South China Morning Post,
October 20, 2017. This article explains the
policy guidance regarding Hong Kong in the
19th Party Congress report.

+ “China Flexes Military Muscle in Hong Kong
During Xi Jinping Visit,” The Guardian, June
30, 2017. At his first visit to Hong Kong, Xi
reiterated a firm stance on Beijing’s authority.
This article covers the visit and related
atmospherics.

+ “China’s Hong Kong Mistake,” Evan Osnos,
The New Yorker, September 2, 2014. Osnos
provides helpful context to the state of
relations between the city and mainland.

+ “The Disneyification of Tibet,” Pearl
Sydenstricker, Washington Monthly, January
2014. A reporter recounts his observations of

Chinese occupation and treatment of Tibetans.
« “Wary Of Unrest Among Uighur Minority,
China Locks Down Xinjiang Region,” NPR,
September 26, 2017. This NPR report provides
an on the scene description of the situation in
Xinjiang.

+ “(Re)Embracing Islam in Neidi: the “Xinjiang
Class’ and the dynamics of Uyghur ethno-
national identity,” Timothy Grose, Journal of
Contemporary China, June 24, 2014. This
study examines why efforts to train Uyghur
cadres in CCP ideals may be ineffective.

- EIIAFEFEPIERTFHEILENE
Ei£iA[Studying the Important Words of
General Secretary Xi Jinping Regarding Work
Related to Taiwan)], 3k7& [Seeking Truth],
September 16, 2014. Then-director of the
Taiwan Affairs Office explains PRC policy
towards Taiwan under Xi Jinping.

+ “China: Human Rights Report,” Human
Rights Watch, 2017. A prominent human
rights organization discusses the human
rights situation in China.Mark Burles and
Abram Shulsky, Patterns in China’s Use of
Force: Evidence from History and Doctrinal
Writings (Santa Monica, CA: RAND, 2000).
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http://www.washingtonmonthly.com/magazine/january_february_2014/ten_miles_square/the_disneyfication_of_tibet048349.php?page=all
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http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/10670564.2014.918408#abstract.
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/10670564.2014.918408#abstract.
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/10670564.2014.918408#abstract.
http://www.qstheory.cn/dukan/qs/2014-09/16/c_1112445496.htm
http://www.qstheory.cn/dukan/qs/2014-09/16/c_1112445496.htm
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/monkey-cage/wp/2017/01/02/yes-taiwan-wants-one-china-but-which-china-does-it-want/?utm_term=.c805a514c765
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/monkey-cage/wp/2017/01/02/yes-taiwan-wants-one-china-but-which-china-does-it-want/?utm_term=.c805a514c765
https://www.hoover.org/research/cross-strait-relations-skepticism-abounds
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Appendix: Key Chinese Language Terms and Phrases

Chinese Dream [ E%F]:

A term introduced by Xi Jinping during a
2012 visit to a Chinese history museum,

this is a restatement of the idea of the
rejuvenation of the Chinese people in a

more popular, accessible form. The China
dream seeks the country’s revitalization as a
prosperous and powerful state and envisions
a comprehensive elevation in the living
standard for the Chinese people. The China
Dream also carries a vision in which the world
benefits from a revitalized China’s prosperity
and advocacy of international peace and
harmony.

Core interests (%10 Fll 75):

These are the collective spiritual and material
demands of the Chinese people, the realization
of which is viewed by the CCP as necessary
to achieve national rejuvenation. Core interests
are often defined in three broad categories

of “sovereignty, security, and developmental
interests.” The 2011 Peaceful Development
White Paper has provided the most complete
authoritative list: “national security, sovereignty
and territory, national unification, China’s
political system, and the interests of economic
and social development.”

Four Comprehensives (B~ &H ):

In 2015, Xi Jinping began to highlight

the major strategic concept of the “four
comprehensives” in describing the purpose
and general approach to enacting systemic
and structural reform. Widely anticipated to
serve as Xi’s legacy theoretical contribution,
the “four comprehensives” refers to
“comprehensively” building a moderately
prosperous society, deepening reform,
governing the country according to rule by
law, and enforcing strict party discipline. The
Four Comprehensives will likely become Xi

Jinping’s contribution to the ideological canon.

Govern by law (fiRiEHEL):

This is the idea that the CCP can

best exercise its authority through the
administration of state laws. In theory, the
CCP takes the lead in drafting the content
of laws based on the guiding ideology

and central directives. The state in turn
implements and enforces the law. The

15th Party Congress first outlined a basic
requirement to “govern by law” in 1997, an
imperative underscored most recently at the
Fourth Plenum of the 18th Party Congress in
2014.

Governing party (LB ):

This is the idea that the CCP’s legitimacy
rests in its ability to provide sound
governance for the people and oversee

the nation’s revitalization as a great power.
It includes the idea that the CCP should:
strengthen its ability to provide goods and
services to address the diverse economic
and non-economic demands of the people;
expand the base of its membership and
popular support; constantly run state affairs
in a scientific, democratic, and legal way;
and strengthen the party through reform and
innovation. Since the 16th Party Congress,
the “governing party” has been the official
archetype, or conceptual framework, for
the CCP’s role in the Chinese polity. Prior
to 2002, the CCP regarded itself as a
“revolutionary party.”

Guiding ideology (16 5B 18):

Also referred to as the party’s “guide to
action,” this is the authoritative set of ideas,
principles, and worldview which embodies
the CCP’s goals and objectives. The guiding
ideology also serves as the authoritative
guide to all of the party’s activities. It is
defined by the party’s theory system of
socialism with Chinese characteristics, but
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also includes the party’s guiding principles,
principles, policies, and viewpoints.
Incorporation of a new concept or theory
into the guiding ideology through adoption at
a Party Congress is a major political event,
as this act requires the party to reinterpret
and update the meaning of its principles,
policies, and directives. This in turn requires
the state’s laws and policies to be updated as
needed. The guiding ideology has only had
four major updates: Mao Zedong Thought
achieved this status in 1945; Deng Xiaoping
Theory in 1997; Important Thinking of the
Three Represents in 2002; and the Scientific
Development Concept in 2012.

Moderately prosperous society ({INRLS):

A term first proposed by Deng in 1985 to refer
to a vision of a major increase in the standard
of living for the people of China. The original
goal focused on quadrupling the per capita
income of 1980 by 2000. Achieved ahead of
schedule, the 16th Party Congress refined the
content of this vision to mean the quadrupling
of the per capita GDP of 2000 by 2020. The
16th Party Congress and subsequent Party
Congresses have also expanded relevant
policy objectives for 2020 to include political,
cultural, social, military, and environmental

development. The moderately prosperous
society provides the main content of the
Chinese dream.

Period of strategic opportunity (EZ 5 BEH1IEH):

At the 16th Party Congress in 2002, the CCP
identified a “period of strategic opportunity”
that it foresaw as lasting through at least the
first two decades of the twenty-first century.
The period of strategic opportunity informs
the CCP’s development of the strategic and
policy objectives inherent in its visio of a
“moderately prosperous society” and the
Chinese dream. In 2010, party leaders judged
that the period of strategic opportunity would
continue, but that the CCP would require a
more activist set of policies to ensure the
nation’s sustained development.

Rejuvenation of the Chinese People (FLERIEE 3%):

A phrase attributed by party leaders to
Sun Yatsen in 1911, this concept generally
concerns the revitalization of China as a
wealthy and powerful country. The CCP
has adopted this concept as a functional
equivalent of a desired end state, to be
achieved by the centennial of the founding
of the People’s Republic of China in 1949.

This phrase is often shortened to “national
rejuvenation” in translation. The Chinese
Dream is a modified version of this idea.

Socialist core value system (115 £ XAz DMERR):

The CCP identifies the socialist core value
system as the moral and ethical companion
to its efforts to build a harmonious society.
Adopted at the 17th Party Congress, this is
an attempt by the CCP to articulate a set of
national values to encourage social cohesion,
unity, social stability, enhance CCP legitimacy,
and increase China’s international political
influence. The system of socialist core values
consists of the following: 1) the guiding
ideology of Marxism; 2) the common ideal

of socialism with Chinese characteristics; 3)
national spirit with patriotism at the core; 4) the
spirit of the times with reform and innovation
at the core; and 5) the socialist concept of
honor and disgrace.

Socialist harmonious society (1S EXFIEHLS):

This major strategic concept calls for building
a society characterized by rule by law and
socialist democracy, in which qualities of
fairness, justice, honesty, and kindness
prevail and which people of diverse ethnic
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groups live peacefully together. It also calls of the CCP in 1921. The second goal is
for creating a sustainable, healthy relationship to achieve “national rejuvenation” by the
between man and nature. centennial of the founding of the People’s

Republic of China in 1949.
Theory system of socialism with Chinese

characteristics (B PEHFERIBIBIKR):

Regarded as the “only correct theory” by

the CCP, this is the systematic articulation

of the party’s Marxist theory as refined

by generations of Chinese leaders. Mao’s
contributions are part of the system, but
most of his theoretical insights are viewed as
valid for historical conditions that no longer
obtain. The theory system is primarily defined
by Deng Xiaoping Theory, the Important
Thinking of Three Represents, the Scientific
Development Concept, and related concepts
in a systematic, mutually reinforcing manner.
The 17th Party Congress amended the

CCP Constitution in 2007 to incorporate the
theory system of socialism with Chinese
characteristics.

Two centennial goals (R1~E F B#7):

This term refers to the two centennial goals
set by the CCP. The first goal is to complete
the building of a “moderately prosperous
society” by the centennial of the founding
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Online Sources for China’s politics and political system

Caixin English http://english.caixin.com.
Caixin’s coverage of economics, finance, and
politics is regarded as setting a benchmark
for other non-official Chinese news outlets.

Chinafile. http://www.chinafile.com. A website
managed by the Asia Society, Chinafile
aggregates stories, photos, and video on
various aspects of contemporary China.

China Law Translate http://chinalawtranslate.
com/?lang=en. An outstanding resource
features English translations of Chinese laws ,
policy documents, and regulations.

China Leadership Monitor http://www.hoover.
org/publications/china-leadership-monitor A
quarterly journal featuring analysis from some
of the top foreign scholars on China.

China Media Project at the Journalism &
Media Studies Centre at the University of
Hong Kong http://cmp.hku.hk/ Excellent
coverage or propaganda, media and ideology
issues.

China Policy Institute https://cpianalysis.org.
An online journal hosted by the University of
Nottingham provides concise analysis of a
broad range of China-related topics.

Chinasmack http://www.chinasmack.com
This site stands out from others in presenting
the cultural, political, and other topics that
Chinese Internet users like to discuss.

People’s Daily English http://english.
peopledaily.com.cn/. The CCP’s English
language page provides links to basic
information about the party, including key
speeches and documents.

Sinica broadcast. http://popupchinese.com/
lessons/sinica. One of the top podcasts on
contemporary China, past discussions topics
have included culture and current events.

The Sinocism China Newsletter https://
sinocism.com. This free newsletter provides
links to essential readings on topics spanning
economics, politics, culture, and security.

Sixth Tone http://www.sixthtone.com. A
fascinating website that presents cutting
edge analysis and reporting, centered
primarily on China’s young people.

Xinhua English http://www.xinhuanet.com/
english/china/index.htm. The official news
outlet provides a steady stream of news

reporting, commentary, and photographs.
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Rimm=EHE N
HIEE
ERER
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SENHFTHE
SERRE
SLERE

OEHEFFE WY

EEFRERE

HaE

bao likdng bu shili

beéi gdo

chdan qudn bdo hu zhi du
dang weéi shu ji

déng xido ping I lun

gdi gé kai fang

gdng lu mdo dun

gdng chdn dang xuan ydan

gong shang lidn

gong vyishiyé

gong yong shiyé

gong you zhi

guan lido zhu yi

gud you qgi ye

gud you z1 bén

hdng zhéng cdi jué zhi du
hdng zhéng ti zhi gdi gé
hé f& xing shén cha

hoéu shé

hu ji déng ji zhi du
jidudan zong jiao shili
jihud shéng yu

jiti zi bén

jixujicdo yu

jie jiddu zhéeng

ké xué fa zhan gudn

|Gdo dong jido yang zhi du
i f& qi cdo

i f& 17 zhi

ma ké st lieé ning zhu i
mMAo z€ dong s1 xidng

£33

forces of violent terrorism
defendant

property right protection system
general secretary of party committee
Deng Xiaoping Theory

reform and opening up

Hong Kong-Mainland adversary
the Communist Manifesto
Federation of Industry and Commerce
public interest sector

public utility

public ownership

bureaucratism

state-owned enterprise
state-owned capital
administrative arbitration system
public administration reform
legitimacy review

mouthpiece

household registration system
forces religious extremism
family planning

collectively owned capital
continuing education

class struggle

outlook on scientific development
labor re-education system
legislation drafting

legislative system

Marxism and Leninism

Mao Zedong Thought
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5] 5=
TEIRAL
ERENX
IR S
EREX

BR &S

HaE

midn zi gong chéng

min zhu dang pdi

min zhd ji zhong zhi

min zu fen lie shili

min zu fu xing

min zU qu yu zi zhi zhi du

qudn gud rén dd chdng weéi hui
qudn midn shén hud gdi gé ling ddo xi¢o zu
qun zhong lu xidn

rén min bi hui I& shi chdng hud
rén min jidn chd yudn

rén min péi shéen yudn

ruan shili

san geé ddi bido

shé hui zhu yi hé xin jid zhi guan
she hui zhu yi shi chdng jingji
shichdng hud

shiyé bdo xidn zhi du

shou hui

shou ru fen péi zhi du

s1 fd ting zhéng

té shu jico yu

tdng y1 zhdn xidn

tu di gé ming shiqi

wéi wu bidn zhéng fa

wen z€ zhi

wu dang pdirén shi

xiang |lé zhu yi

xido kang shée hui

xing shi zhu yi

ya pidn zhan zhéng

3

“face” project
democratic party
democratic centralism

forces of ethnic separatism

national rejuvenation

ethnic regional autonomy system
Standing Committee of the National People’s Congress
Comprehensively Deepening Reform Leading Group

mass line

marketization of the RMB exchange rate mechanism

People’s Procuratorate
people’s juror

soft power

Three Represents

socialist core value system
socialist market economy

marketization

unemployment insurance system

accepting a bribe

income distribution mechanism

judicial hearing
special education
united front

land revolution period
materialistic dialetics
accountibility system
nonparty member
hedonism

moderately prosperous society

foralmism
opium war

American Mandarin Society E



Appendix >>

F 3L

kizia E
XEHE
R&

& IR
IEREE

IEA

N347))
Hia -7
qE

SE R
P
REY
PERFEHSENX
PRARIER
R
hREE
RREGE R
L ZE AN

B PAZE T
BHEHX

HaE

y1 fa zhi gud

yiwu jido yu

yudn gdo

zhdn ling zhong hudn
zhéng néng lidng
zhéngrén

zhéng xié

zhéng zhi xié shang zhi du
zhiku

zhi min di

zhi zhéng ddng

zhong gud méng

zhong gud te sé shé huizhu vyi
zhong jirén min f& yudn
zhong yang ddng xido
zhong yang ji weéi

zhong yang zheng zhi ju
zhudn yi zht fu

Zirdn Iong dudn

Zi ybu mao yi qu

3

govern the country by law
compulsory education

plaintiff

occupy Central

positive energy

witness

Chinese People’s Political Consultative Conference
political consultation system

think tank

colony

ruling party

China Dream

socialism with Chinese characteristics
Intermediate People’s Court

Central Party School

Central Disciplinary Committee
Politburo

transfer payment

natural monopoly

free-trade zone
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